
Day 1: San
Botswana, Namibia, Angola and South Africa

About
•	 The San, or Bushmen, were the 

original inhabitants of Southern 
Africa. 

•	 Once known for their tracking skills 
and ability to survive in desert areas, 
the San are now overwhelmed by 
dire poverty, disease and alcohol 
dependency. Many have lost hope as 
they watch their traditional way of life 
dwindle away. 

•	 The few remaining language 
communities among the San are 
marginalised by political challenges. 
The youth feel trapped and look for 
hope,  no longer in the roots of their 
rich cultural background, but in that 
of other people groups around them. 

•	 In spite of their long existence, 
around ten San languages are still 
without scripture, unable to connect 
with the “Giver of Hope.”

The Translation Project
•	 The key to this challenge is oral Bible translation. Bible stories relevant to the 

San context are translated in order to give them a panoramic understanding 
of God’s redemptive plan. 

•	 Without the need for reading and writing, skilled storytellers in San 
communities can tell carefully translated stories from God’s Word and facilitate 
the discovery of Biblical truths. 2

• PRAISE THE LORD!!! The strategic plan to begin oral Bible translation 
among the nine remaining San groups, living in three different countries, 
has been approved. 

• Pray that the right people will become involved. The local church needs to 
take ownership and take the lead, so leadership development workshops 
form an integral part of the strategic plan, together with training in oral 
Bible story translation.

• Pray that community leaders will know how to work around complex local 
dynamics that often result in jealousy among the people.

• Praise God for raising Eben Le Roux up as coordinator. Eben grew up in 
the area and speaks one of the San languages. Pray for more prayer and 
financial partners to join in reaching out to the San. 

• Many training workshops will be taking place, so pray that the process 
stays on track – God’s Word really needs to reach the people urgently!

Prayer

Story
A small truck picked up 5 people needing a ride to Gantsi in northern Botswana. 
One of the group was a San woman called Tchabo, who hopped into the back. 
The men felt bad letting a woman sit in the back, but she insisted. When the 
car stopped to re-fuel, the men went to offer her the chance to change places 
with them. All they got was a look of, “Don’t disturb me”. What was she so 
preoccupied with? She was listening to God speaking her language! In 2012 
the Naro New Testament was launched as an audio Bible. Everyone wants 
one, but there are not enough to go round. There are also nine other San 
language groups who are still without any scripture at all. 

3


